
able to benefit from the giveaways  
were rightly impressed and grateful.
On Saturday 18 September, I was 
delighted to join other members of the 
PQSA team at a dinner to commemorate 
60 years of the Spinal Injuries Unit at 
Hampstead and which served as a  
co-celebration of the impending move 
to the Repat. 
It was lovely to join Dr. Ruth Marshall 
and the dozens of people who have 
contributed to great rehabilitation 
outcomes over the years and to share 
the time with the PQSA team, which 
plays such a huge role in their  
patients’ lives. 
In the coming weeks, we have a 
number of funding and accessibility/
inclusion  initiatives which will continue 
to highlight the impact we have in the 
community. At a time when we are all 
exhausted by the dominance of the 
same headlines in the news over and 
over, PQSA is delighted to share our 
good news stories, to spotlight the 
amazing work of our staff and volunteers 
and to bring a smile to people’s faces.    
Stay safe and enjoy the warmer weather 
that is on its way. 

SEPTEMBER 2021

Hi all - Happy Spring! If, like me, you are 
still recovering from Port Adelaide’s ugly  
exit from the footy finals (or perhaps 
your team’s failure to even make it that 
far), then my sincere commiserations. 
Bring on the Ashes! 
I’m choosing to bypass discussion about 
viruses and vaccinations this month; 
I think we’ve covered that enough in 
recent months. So I’m going to start 
with the successful partnership that 
PQSA has developed with the Norwood 
Football Club in the SANFL. This has seen 
PQSA sponsor Norwood’s team in the 
league’s first ever Wheelchair Football 
competition. 
The team, captained by our own Grant 
Leonard, did so well, reaching the Grand 
Final and pushing the unbeaten Sturt 
team to the point where an upset looked 
on the cards for long periods. The final 
was watched by a brilliant crowd at 
Lightsview, including parochial Redlegs 
fan, Premier Steven Marshall. I extend 
my warmest thanks and congratulations 
to Grant and the team – not only did 
you make me extraordinarily proud, you 
have turned me into a Norwood fan, 
something I didn’t expect to happen 
in a million years. Roll on next season 
and our ongoing sponsorship of the 
Norwood team. 
In early September, we marked Spinal 
Cord Injuries Awareness Week with our 
seven days of giveaways. Lunches, free 
car and dog washes, quiz nights, gift 
basket deliveries and a Friday happy 
hour were some of the things that 
allowed us to give back to our wonderful 
community and ensure there is no doubt 
that PQSA is the peak community SCI 
organisation in the state. 
Thanks so much to the PQSA team 
who continue to go above and beyond 
to serve our clients and members; the 
week’s activities were so well organised 
and coordinated and everyone who was 
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Nominations are now open for the 
International Day of People with 

Disability South Australia Awards!
Do you know a person living with 

disability who deserves an award for 
outstanding personal achievement in 
the past year or a volunteer, therapist 
or support person who has provided 

an outstanding service in the past 
year? There are three award categories 
for nominations. Please consider who 

YOU will nominate!

CLICK HERE TO NOMINATE!

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

NDIS Update
For participants  
undertaking home  
modifications, the NDIS 
is again looking at where they  
can simplify their processes to  
assess applications more quickly. 
They will be contacting providers to 
reduce the number of times quotes 
under the value of $15,000 are 
resubmitted. This is an interim measure 
by the NDIS as they continue to 
improve how they support participants 
in the future.

https://braininjurysa.org.au/2021-international-day-of-people-with-disability-awards-nominate-someone-today/
https://www.ndis.gov.au/participants/home-and-living/home-modifications-explained


EXTRA DPM Workshop on in Adelaide!
10-11 November 2021

Glenunga Hub, 70 Conyngham Street, Glenunga
with facilitators Vicky Machen and Michael Arthur

OUR VISION

We will be the voice, advocate  
and support to enable every  
South Australian with Spinal Cord 
Injury to fully participate in their 
community and live their potential. 

CORE VALUES

At all times, we will demonstrate:
• Excellence
• Innovation
• Responsiveness
• Equality
• Ethical Behaviour

BOARD

Chair: Kenneth Soward
Deputy Chair:  
Beth Davidson-Park
Treasurer: Tony Vroulis 
Rob Snowdon
Mal Hyde
Stephanie Clota
Gabby Aschberger
Steve Trestrail

Chief Executive Officer:  
Peter Stewart

PQSA and HomeCare+ are 
known by South Australians 

for our specialised 
disability services.

We empower those with 
spinal cord injury and other 
disabilities to choose how 

they live their potential.

NEXT WORKSHOP 
12-13 October 2021 at Glenunga Hub 

70 Conyngham Street, Glenunga 

Please contact Ally for information  
about this inspiring workshop!

 (08) 8150 2216           allison.ricci@pqsa.asn.au 

“This course changed my life.  
Do yourself a favour and take up  
this workshop when it is offered!” 

- RACHELLE 2021

BOOK SOON!
Join PQSA with Comedian Georgie 

Carroll for the Women in Focus 
lunch (previously Leading Ladies’ 

Luncheon) includes a delicious three 
course meal, drinks and raffle! 

All proceeds from the  
event support PQSA.

FRIDAY 22 OCTOBER 2021
12:00 - 3.00 pm

THE HIGHWAY HOTEL 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pqsa-women-in-focus-tickets-166748967651
https://pqsa.asn.au/services/discovering-the-power-in-me
https://www.dalexpo.com.au/



