
M
A

Y
 2

02
0

Having most recently worked in People & Culture with  
SA Water for almost a decade, I have loved learning about 
another essential sector for South Australia, particularly as  
I have an incredibly inspiring brother who is living  
with quadriplegia. 

I have a very personal and passionate  
link to what we do and I feel very  
grateful to be working with an  
organisation who’s purpose is  
to improve the health and  
well-being of the disability  
community every day.

I do urge everyone to stay safe,  
and connected to people who  
provide care and support for us all  
during this time.

Regards, Carly

What a ride it has been since I started with PQSA and 
HomeCare+ as Director of People & Culture in January. I was 
incredibly excited for my new challenge but had no idea just 
what we as an organisation (and indeed the world) would be 
faced with a few short weeks later.

It has been particularly timely then for me to gain real insight 
into the PQSA/HomeCare+ culture following our recent 
COVID-19 survey of our employees, including our incredible 
Support Workers. We wanted feedback as to how we as an 
organisation have navigated through the pandemic and we 
intend to issue a similar survey to our clients shortly, as it is 
equally important we hear from you.

One of the reasons I was so keen on this role was the very 
clear alignment of our organisational purpose and core values 
with mine. PQSA/HomeCare+ has not disappointed me at all 
and I have found it to be a warm, inspiring place to be. I feel 
very privileged to have been given this opportunity.

CARLY AUSTIN 
DIRECTOR OF PEOPLE & CULTURE

Sally gets creative in isolation! 

May 18-24 was National Volunteer Week, an annual event to acknowledge 
and celebrate the generous contribution of volunteers. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, we were unable to celebrate together as a team, however, we 
did send our volunteers a sweet treat in appreciation of all they do for us! 
PQSA also participated in the #ColourYourCommunityRed campaign by 
displaying red ribbons around the trees outside our Dulwich office to thank 
volunteers for all the amazing work that they do in the community.
Several of our volunteers have reached significant milestones of service, and 
we would like to congratulate and thank all of them, in particular Stan Kosmala 
for 10 years of service at the QWERTY Technology Hub! 
Many of our volunteers are very busy people and they make the time to give 
back to our community. Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers who not 
only give their time and skills but also their heart!

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 2020
#ColourYourCommunityRed

During the isolation period, Sally Rice has been spending her time 
creatively by setting up a small greeting card business. She has made 
some hand painted cards and used the offcuts to create designs using  
a hole punch. Her latest creations are with rolled tissue paper. 
The special price of $5.00 per card has been negotiated for PQSA 
clients, friends and staff so please take advantage of the offer! 

Please contact Ruby to arrange orders and talk about delivery  
on 0402 444 813.



PQSA leads positive impact for people with Spinal Cord Injury and the 
broader disability community through quality support and services.

Our Vision

We will be the voice, advocate 
and support to enable every South 
Australian with Spinal Cord Injury  
to fully participate in their  
community and live their potential. 

Core Values

At all times, we will demonstrate:

• Excellence
• Innovation
• Responsiveness
• Equality
• Ethical Behaviour

Patron

His Excellency, Hieu Van Le, AO  
Governor of South Australia 

Board

President: Kenneth Soward
Vice-President: Marissa Brown
Treasurer: Tony Vroulis 

Rob Snowdon
Mal Hyde
Stephanie Clota
Beth Davidson-Park

Chief Executive Officer:  
Peter Stewart

Follow us:

info@homecareplus.asn.au 
www.homecareplus.asn.au

LOCATIONS:
• Adelaide
• Eyre Peninsula
• Yorke Peninsula
• South East
• Mid North
• Riverland 

Follow us: 

info@pqsa.asn.au 
www.pqsa.asn.au

Proudly supported by:

l aw ye r s

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO ADD?
We would like to know what’s on your mind! Please email us with news to share at thaynej@pqsa.asn.au

Give us feedback 
and get a giftcard!
PQSA, in collaboration with the University of Adelaide, is trialling 
a new vocational counselling service. We are keen to get 
feedback from members about this service. If you are currently 
looking for work and available for a brief phone interview,  
please contact Sarah on 0455 062 848 or sarahk@pqsa.asn.au
Your feedback will help us to ensure that the work supports we 
have in place meets your needs. In return for your time you will 
receive a $50 gift card! 

The purchase of devices must also  
have a support letter from a therapist  
or provider stating that the device is  
necessary to maintain your services. 
This increased flexibility is only available until September 
2020. More information on purchasing smart devices 
through your core budget can be found at NDIS website, 
‘Coronavirus’ and ‘information packs’.

NDIS Update
During COVID19, the NDIS is allowing increased funding 
flexibility for participants to purchase Low Cost Assistive 
Technology (AT) items, including the purchase of smart devices. 
This is so that, in many cases, visits normally undertaken  
face-to- face, such as exercise programs and keeping in touch 
with key therapists, can be conducted via online formats.
In the case of tablets, the NDIS has determined that most  
NDIS Participants will not need more than a standard tablet  
at a cost of no more than $600. 

www.ndis.gov.au/news/4676-covid-19-updates


